A CERTIN JJ}

Feodelighta. ivamensy (Uil sl

n

What Are Parents For?
by Steve Higginbotham

here were times when | was a boy that | would get a phone call wanting me to do some-

thing or go someplace. Deep down, | really didn't want to do it, but didn't have the cour-
ageto tell my friends. So | would say, "Just aminute..." then I'd go to my Mom and say,
"Mom, tell me I'm not allowed to do such and such.” She would, then | could go back to the
phone and say, "Sorry, Mom said | couldn't go." Thus she bore the responsibility for me,
when | felt too weak to bear it myself.

Now, some may think that's a cop out, but | think it's part of being a parent. Y ou see, there
are times when what a child needs most from his parentsis for them to be mature, responsi-
ble, and grown-up.

There are times when, due to immaturity and weakness, a child needs help in making deci-
sions. That's when Mom and Dad need to step in and be a parent for that child. There are
times when, due to peer pressure, a child can't muster the strength to say, "no." That's when
Mom and Dad need to be parents and say "no" for him.

Knowing when to jump in and take over is the difficult part. But let me offer this suggestion.
If your child istoo immature to make a correct decision, especially adecision that has the
potential to adversely affect your child's eternal destiny, then parents, by all means step in
and make that decision for your child!

Parents, it's asking too much to expect your children to act like adults and make mature deci-
sions like adults. That's why God included "parents’ in the family unit: to provide strength,
guidance, and maturity to achild's life with it is beyond their own grasp. Help your children
to mature and accept responsibility, but when they need help, be there for them.



